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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
Rev. John Crosby, Christ Pres-

byterian Church, Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, offered the following prayer: 

God of the heavens and Earth, thank 
You for the opportunity to gather in 
this place this morning, in freedom of 
body, mind and spirit. Just as we have 
celebrated the birth of our freedom, we 
ask that You help us offer that same 
freedom to others. 

You have said that if any of us lacks 
wisdom, we should ask and You will be 
generous, and so we ask, not only to 
discern the right but for the will to act 
on what we discern. 

I ask that You give grace to those 
who lead us, whether they are security 
guards or Senators, cafeteria workers 
downstairs or the Representatives on 
the floor. Whether it is the ladies who 
clean the toilets at night or the staff 
who work so hard behind the scenes, I 
pray that they might be becoming men 
and women of humility and courage, 
principle and generosity, even in the 
middle of trials. We keep before us the 
welfare mom who looks for any kind of 
help, the teacher who can’t afford $4 
for gas, the banker who has to figure 
out how not to foreclose on a friend, 
the farmer who looks out at his fields 
and wonders where help will come 
from. We pray that this will be a place 
of that help. 

I thank You for those who have 
served here faithfully on the field of 
battle, in the fires of the forests, or in 
these Halls; and in a special way, I ask 
You to give special peace to those who 
have served and now return home, as 
our brother JIM RAMSTAD. May he re-
turn with the thanks and blessing of a 
grateful people, and may he hear Your 
voice saying to him and so many oth-
ers, ‘‘Well done; well done, good and 
faithful servant.’’ 

For all who gather here this day, we 
ask Your wisdom and Your blessing. 
Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. KIRK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REV. JOHN CROSBY 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
RAMSTAD) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, it is 

my special privilege to welcome to-
day’s guest chaplain, Senior Pastor 
John Crosby of Christ Presbyterian 
Church in Edina, Minnesota. 

On behalf of the entire House of Rep-
resentatives, thank you, John, for your 
moving and timely prayer, and for 
serving as guest chaplain today. 

Madam Speaker, the Reverend John 
Crosby is a true servant-leader who 
personifies faith, compassion and serv-
ice to those less fortunate. He is a true 
man of God. 

Pastor Crosby has been at Christ 
Presbyterian Church, one of the most 
dynamic and vibrant faith commu-
nities in the Twin Cities, since 1989. 

John and his wife, Laura, came to 
Minnesota from Washington, DC, where 
they ministered at the National Pres-
byterian Church. They have two daugh-
ters, Maggie, who is a junior at Denver 
University, and Katy who worked as a 

congressional intern in my Washington 
office and is now working here in 
Washington for Bread for the World. 
Knowing Katy as I do, I can personally 
testify to the wonderful job John and 
Laura have done in raising their out-
standing daughters, and I am pleased 
that Laura and Katy are here today in 
the Speaker’s gallery to see their hus-
band and father deliver the opening 
prayer. 

Madam Speaker, Pastor Crosby is a 
thoughtful and caring person who ap-
plies his faith to daily life and the 
major issues of the day. He is very in-
terested and involved in policy mat-
ters, and he has been a trusted adviser 
throughout my 18 years here in Con-
gress. John Crosby also has experience 
working in the United States Senate 
for former Chaplain Richard Halvorsen. 

Our Twin Cities community is truly 
blessed by Pastor Crosby’s strong and 
principled leadership, as well as his in-
spiring commitment to help people in 
need. 

Under Reverend Crosby’s tenure, the 
youth program and community out-
reach at Christ Presbyterian Church 
have grown exponentially, and have 
been a great asset, a great resource for 
our community at large. Over a thou-
sand young people are involved in the 
youth program at Christ Presbyterian 
Church. And I will never forget when 
that youth group lost one of its own in 
a car accident a number of years ago, a 
beautiful young woman whose family I 
knew well, and a thousand young peo-
ple from that church gathered sponta-
neously that Sunday night at the 
church, and John led them in prayer. 

Pastor Crosby is a man of God who 
lives out the Biblical command to love 
God, love others and serve the least 
amongst us, and I am proud and grate-
ful to call him my friend. 

Thank you again, John, for serving 
the House of Representatives today and 
for doing the Lord’s work here on the 
Earth each and every day. 
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